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Anumber of mills operating in the middle west manufacturs straw board which is used chiefly for making shipping car-
tons. Their principal source of raw material is grain straw. 
However, all of these mills have a problem of collecting the straw. 
The increased use of combines in some a r e a s h a s added to the prob-
lem. Combined straw is left in the field and is difficult to c o l l e c t 
Combines cut the straw high off the ground, so that the best straw 
is left standing as stubble. Some of the straw manufacturers feel 
that if the problem of collecting straw is not solved, many ol tne 
mills will have to shut down for a lack of raw material. 
One manufacturer has pointed out that straw is an ideal ma-
terial for making paper and that for every ton of-paper produced 
there is a saving of an equal amount of wood P u l p Our wood sup-
plies are limited. The large straw mills use about 50,000 tons ot 
straw annually. 
A ten y e a r ave rage f o r N o r t h D a - ' T h e collection of s t r a w w o u l d 
k o t a shows the — ^ a i n a c . « — S 
ages : W h e a t 7,400,000, Oa t s 1,472,000, o f s t r a w p r o d u c t i o n in the s ta te . T h e 
B a r l e y 1,527,000, R y e 720,000, a to ta l p r i c e w o u l d h a v e to be su f f i c i en t to 
of 11,119,000 ac res of g ra in . If w e p a y t h e f a r m e r f o r t h e e x t r a w o r k 
a s s u m e a s t r a w yie ld of % t o n p e r of p r o p e r l y h a n d l i n g a n d ba l ing t h e 
ac re t h e n t h e s t r a w p roduc t ion f o r s t r a w . 
N o r t h D a k o t a is 5,559,500 tons a n - Combine owne r s m i g h t be i n t e r -
n u a l l y . Es t ima te s ind ica te t h a t a b o u t c u t t g c ^ t o t h e ^ o u n d 
o n e th i rd of t h e to ta l g r a m acreage J a ba l ing a t t a c h m e n t on t he i r 
is s t i l l b e i n g c u t w i t h b i n d e r s or c o m b i n e S i B a i e s c a n be loaded on 
a b o u t 1,850,000 t o n s of s t r a w a r e i Q t r u c k s w i t h m e c h a n i c a l loaders , 
go ing in to s t r a w piles each y e a r . A f a i r l y g 0 0 ( j m a r k e t v a l u e f o r 
This wou ld ind ica te t h a t w e h a v e d should m a k e th is f i n a n -
^ ^ ^ ^ N o r t h 
"Assistant Agricultural Engineer 
The National Institute of Agricultural Engineering accom-
panied their request with two splendid bulletins, one on The Farm 
Tractor" and one on "Tractor Ploughing." Both are beautifully 
illustrated. The 1944 bulletin on "Tractor Ploughing" has been 
called "A Ploughman's Bible." (H.L.W.) 
